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How has it started?
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Officially on January 1st 2021



In reality much earlier…
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Once upon a time at TU Darmstadt…      09.2018

BEGEES: Beyond Lithium: Safe and Efficient Large-Scale Green Electrochemical Energy Storage

ITN Marie Curie 
Training 
Network
Beyond 
Graphite
Novel battery 
types with 
SiCN/SiOC

BEGEES??



I took us some time to learn…
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…and find good partners to make big things

Prof. Emma Kendrick

Prof. Kristina Edström -> UU -> Reza Younesi -> Altris

Prof. Samuel Bernard -> Vasily Tarnopolsky-> CEA -> Yunasko

Prof. Stefano Passerini -> Mark Copley -> JM -> WMG
Prof. Stefano Passerini -> Farouk Tedjar-> TES Recupyl



In February 2020 we were almost ready
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17.02.2020 TU Darmstadt, Submission deadline: 21.04.2020 

New Acronym

BEGEES

SIMBA



And then the unexpected happened
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https://www.cdc.gov/museum/timeline/covid19.html
https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/31/how-covid-19-upended-life-in-europe-throughout-2020

https://www.cdc.gov/museum/timeline/covid19.html
https://www.euronews.com/2020/12/31/how-covid-19-upended-life-in-europe-throughout-2020


In the meantime, SIMBA is born
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Nants’ ingonyama bakithi baba
Eng. There it is, the lion, dear brother



Official start on 1.1.2021
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SIMBA Kick-off, 14th January 2021, online. Following GA2 and GA3 also online due to COVID-19 restrictions 



First Milestone!
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No good news starting in 2022
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https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=06d3ba00cd9a38b3&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enDE1077DE1079&sxsrf=ADLYWILFug



First GA in presence: Darmstadt 2022
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„SIMBA“ Conference: 7th ICNaB Ulm



Challenges 2022 - 2024
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Brexit consequences related to good transport 
and no ADR rules for Na-ion batteries for the period 2023 – 2024

But it should be better in the future ☺

https://renewablesnow.com/news/johnson-matthey-to-sell-battery-materials-business-to-ev-metals-785988/

https://renewablesnow.com/news/johnson-matthey-to-sell-battery-materials-business-to-ev-metals-785988/


And their consequences…
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Cells should travel to Freiburg

https://www.ise.fraunhofer.de/en/rd-infrastructure/center/center-for-electrical-energy-storage.html



First GA in presence: Da 2022
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Uppsss……Grenoble instead Freiburg
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After 4 years…

https://wall.alphacoders.com/big.php?i=1244137

Looking forward to seeing the lion becoming an adult within the SIMBA exploitation results 



How SIMBA will become an adult?
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https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/science/china-s-sodium-ion-battery-energy-storage-station-now-operational/story
https://northvolt.com/articles/northvolt-sodium-ion/

https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/science/china-s-sodium-ion-battery-energy-storage-station-now-operational/story


Or so...
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WINTER* 
A sustainable Na-ion home storage „made in Germany“

Priorities home-storage: safety and sustainability, long-life

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.chemmater.9b01494; https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2023/ta/d3ta02570e 

*Wegbereiter für innovative Natrium-Ionen Technologien im europäischen Speichermarkt (Eng. Paving 
the way for innovative sodium-ion technologies in the European storage market)

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.chemmater.9b01494
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2023/ta/d3ta02570e
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Big thanks to

Your SIMBA coordination team, 
Ying Zhan, Dario de Carolis, Prof. Ralf Riedel and Magda Graczyk-Zajac  

 Keynote Speakers

 Guests

 SIMBA Partners

 Horizon 2020 for funding

 Uniresearch

 All colleagues for the help in organisation
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